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To all businessmen who manufacture and deal in firearms and 
ammunition: 


This brochure has been developed to explain the recent changes to 
Canada’s gun control law to businessmen who deal in firearms and 
ammunition. These changes are found in the Criminal Law Amend- 
ment Act (1977). 


The new laws seek to encourage the safer storage and handling of 
guns, and to control the access to weapons by those persons who 
would use them in a criminal or other irresponsible manner. 


New regulations specify standards and requirements for the sale, 
advertising, importation, storage, handling, and transportation of 
firearms and ammunition. 


The majority of changes which came into effect January 1, 1978, 
relate primarily to increased penalties for the criminal use of firearms 
and provide an extensive revision to the lists of weapons classed as 
“prohibited” and “restricted”. 


Effective January 1, 1979, all dealers in firearms and ammunition will 
be required to obtain a permit for each location or outlet. 


You will be required to maintain records of transactions involving all 
firearms. Until that date, however, dealers in restricted weapons 
must continue to maintain records consistent with established 
procedures. 


The Firearms Acquisition Certificate system will also come into 
effect on January 1, 1979, prohibiting the sale, transfer, gift, delivery 
or exchange of weapons to any person not in possession of a valid 
certificate. 


In the following pages we will deal with what the new law requires of 
you, and provide some details about the administration of the system 
as well as descriptions of weapons, permits and certificates and the 
~ rights of appeal. 
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BUSINESS REGULATIONS 


GENERAL 


On January 1, 1979, a new business permit system will come into 
effect. This system requires that all persons engaged in a business 
that: 


1) includes the manufacture, purchase or sale (wholesale or retail), 
importation, repair, alteration, modification or taking in pawn of 
restricted weapons or firearms: or 


2) involves the manufacture, purchase or sale (wholesale or retail), 
or importation of ammunition, 


will require a business permit (Form C-304) for each location at 
which business is carried on. 


BUSINESS PERMIT APPLICATIONS 


Business Permit Applications/Inspection Reports (Form 1403) are 
available from Business Inspectors. Processing of completed 
applications will require two to three months, including inspection of 
the premises. 


INSPECTION REPORTS 


All businessmen will be subject to prior inspection of their premises, 
during normal business hours to determine whether the requirements 
for secure storage, handling and display have been complied with. 
Inspections will be performed by the police responsible for 
administering the firearms business system in the area in which the 
business is located. Normally an applicant engaged only in the retail 
sale of ammunition will forward the application without inspection of 
the premises, however, if deemed necessary, the Chief Provincial 
Firearms Officer or other designated authority may require that an 
inspection be made. 


The officer carrying out the inspection will: 
a) check and confirm existing security; 
b) check and confirm records maintenance; 


c) offer advice or assistance where improvements or corrections 
are considered necessary; 


d) determine the number of firearms sold in the last complete 
business year; and, 


e) if necessary, check data concerning the person or persons 
engaged in the business. 


- Upon completion of the inspection, the original of the approved 
Business Permit Application/Inspection Report will be provided to 
the applicant. The report will indicate the applicable fee, and the 
address of the Chief Provincial Firearms Officer or designated 
authority to whom the application and fee must be forwarded. Where 
a permit has not been received by the applicant prior to the date 
required, the Chief Provincial Firearms Officer or designated issuing 
authority should be contacted immediately. 


In addition to the Firearms and Ammunition Business Permit (Form 
C-304), the Chief Provincial Firearms Officer will issue a business 
ledger to those dealing in firearms, for recording of transactions. 


Where security modifications or other corrective measures are © 
considered necessary by the officer completing the inspection, 
subsequent inspections will be made prior to a recommendation for 
issuance of a permit. 


ANNUAL INSPECTIONS 


Annual inspections of all firearms business premises will be made 
prior to expiration of business permits. An application form will be 
provided by the inspecting officer for immediate completion by the 
firearms/ammunition business. 

APPLICANT SUITABILITY 


Police will consider the following information in determining an 
applicant’s suitability for a business permit: 


a) record of criminal convictions; 
b) history of any mental disorder associated with violence; 


c) history of behaviour which includes violence, or threatened or 
attempted violence. 


These criteria will apply to the owners, proprietors or partners of the 
business named in the application. Officers may also require the 
‘names and identifying information concerning clerical or other staff 
members with responsibilities involving direct firearms sales to the 
public. 


SECURITY AND STORAGE REQUIREMENTS 


Regulations with respect to security and storage are sufficiently 
broad to permit flexibility in the various circumstances which 
business and police encounter. 


RECORDS MAINTENANCE 


Effective January 1, 1979, all dealers in firearms are required to main- 
tain records of transactions involving firearms on a Firearms Busi- 
ness Records (Form 1404). Non-restricted Weapons dealers will not 
be required to maintain records until that date. However, Restricted 
Weapons dealers currently in possession of valid business permits 
are required to continue to maintain records consistent with estab- 
lished procedures through December 31, 1978, at which time the new 
records system regulations will apply. 


Upon inspection, a business must provide documentation which will 
indicate: 


a) the number and full description of weapons manufactured or 
acquired; 


b) the source of such weapons; 
Cc) a current inventory of weapons; 
d) arecord of persons to whom each described weapon was sold. 


NOTE: Where transactions involve sales to the public, the records 
must show the purchaser’s name, address, signature and 
Firearms Acquisition Certificate number. To avoid the 
possible acceptance of fraudulent Firearms Acquisition 
Certificates, an examination of the identification credentials 
recorded on the Firearms Acquisition Certificate should be 
undertaken by the firearms business. In all cases of doubt, 
the local police agency should be contacted. 


Subject to approval by the Chief Provincial Firearms Officer, 
alternative records systems may be deemed acceptable. This will 
normally be limited to firms dealing in a large volume of transactions. 


Records must be kept for a period of five years, after which time they 
may be destroyed. Businesses engaged only in the retail sales of 
ammunition are not required to maintain sales, acquisition or 
inventory records. 


PERMIT FEES 


The business permit fee schedule is based on the type of firearms 
business, and the number of firearms sold during the previous busi- 
ness year. Where a business is engaged in more than one type of fire- 
arms/ammunition transactions, the higher applicable permit fee, and 
not a combination of fees, will apply. 


WAREHOUSES 


Warehouses are considered extensions of either the firearms or 
ammunition business to whom the permit is issued, and do not 
require separate business permits. Warehouses are, however, | 
subject to inspections. 


MAIL ORDER BUSINESSES 


Effective January 1, 1979, no firearm is to be mailed unless the 
purchase order for the weapon is accompanied by the purchaser’s 
Firearms Acquisition Certificate. Photostats or other facsimiles of the 
Firearms Acquisition Certificate are not acceptable. Unless the fire- 
arm is destined outside Canada, the contents must not be indicated 
on the exterior of the container in any manner. 


In the case of a Restricted Weapon, a Permit to Convey, (Form 
C-300) and the Firearms Acquisition Certificate must accompany 
the purchase order. Both the Firearms Acquisition Certificate and 
the permit will be returned to the purchaser with the firearm. 


THEFT, LOSS OR DESTRUCTION OF FIREARMS OR 
AMMUNITION 


Any business (including a transportation or shipping business) 
experiencing any theft, loss or destruction of ammunition or firearms, 
must immediately report the matter to a local registrar of firearms or 
police. 


REFUSAL OF APPLICATION a 


A recommendation for refusal to issue a permit will be made to the 
Chief Provincial Firearms Officer by the inspector where a business 
fails to meet records-keeping or security standards. The inspector 
will forward supportive documentation to the Chief Provincial 
Firearms Officer to enable consideration of the validity of the 
required Refusal Notice. 


REVOCATION OF PERMITS 


Where revocation of a Business Permit is recommended, a report will 
be submitted to the Chief Provincial Firearms Officer, outlining the 
reasons for the recommendation for revocation. Upon approval of the 
recommendation, a Notice of Revocation will be issued to the busi- 
ness firm, with copies to the police, and the RCMP Firearms Registra- 
tion and Administration Section, Ottawa. 


The Notice of Revocation will specify a time limit within which the 
business must dispose of all firearms and ammunition. The police will 
ensure the lawful disposition of the firearms and ammunition within 
the period specified on the revocation notice. 


RESTRICTED FIREARMS ACQUIRED FOR SALE 


With the exception of new weapons acquired from a manufacturer or 
wholesaler, every business acquiring restricted firearms must report 
- the receipt of such weapons (Form C-305) within 48 hours of their 
receipt. Reports are required for any weapons acquired on 
consignment. 


When acquiring previously-registered firearms, businesses must 
obtain and attach to Form C-305, the former owner’s registration 
certificate, except where the firearm is received on consignment. 


Where a firearm received on consignment is returned to the regis- 
tered owner, the business must advise the RCMP Firearms Registra- 
tion Section by submitting a completed Form C-305 with a notation 
that the weapon was returned to the owner. 


‘Transactions involving the sale of Restricted Weapons to non- 
residents of Canada, even though for export, must also be reported. 
This includes over-the-counter and mail order transactions. 


Firearms of “Air’, ‘Spring’ and “Gas” pistol categories are not 
required to be reported unless their muzzle velocity exceeds 500 
feet per second. The muzzle velocities of such weapons are 
normally indicated in the manufacturer’s literature. 


Completed Form C-305’s are to be forwarded to: 


RCMP, 

Firearms Registration and 
Administration Section, 

P.O. Box 8885, 

Ottawa, Ontario K1G 3M8 


GUN CONTROL ADMINISTRATION 


The following pages provide information on the administration of the | 
gun control system, prohibited weapons, restricted weapons, antique ~ 
firearms, permits and certificates, right of appeal and offences and 
penalties. . 
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COMMISSIONER OF THE RCMP 


The Commissioner of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police is 
responsible for coordination at the federal level of the new Fire- 
arms Acquisition Certificate system, Business Permit system, and 


the registration of restricted weapons. The Commissioner is re- | 


quired to report annually to the Solicitor General of Canada. 


CHIEF PROVINCIAL FIREARMS OFFICER 


The Chief Provincial Firearms Officer is responsible to the Provin- 
cial Attorney General. His function is to oversee and coordinate 
the Firearms Acquisition Certificate system and the administra- 
tion of permits, including Business Permits, at the provincial or 
territorial level. The Chief Provincial Firearms Officers wil/ be 
represented on the National Firearms Advisory Council, and will 
be involved inthe provincial firearms safety education, competen- 
cy training and safety testing programs. 


. FIREARMS OFFICER 


A Firearms Officer, usually a local police officer, issues Firearms 
Acquisition Certificates and Minors’ Permits. Firearms Officers 
will normally carry out the inspections of business premises. The 
duties of firearms officers may vary from province to province. 
Specific information on their duties, and the manner of inspecting 
firearms businesses may be obtained from the Chief Provincial 
Firearms Officer. 


. LOCAL REGISTRAR OF FIREARMS 


The Local Registrar of Firearms, usually a police officer, will pro- 
cess applications for the registration of restricted weapons. 
Restricted weapon registration certificates are issued by the 
Commissioner of the RCMP. 
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PROHIBITED WEAPONS 


Prohibited weapons are defined as firearms having no legitimate 
sporting or recreational use and which are therefore considered to 
be dangerous to personal safety. Private individuals, other than bona 
fide collectors, are not allowed to have in their possession any 
prohibited weapon. 


As of January 1, 1978, prohibited weapons include: 
a 


— 


any device or contrivance designed or intended to muffle or stop 
the sound or report of a firearm; 


b) any knife that has a blade that opens automatically by gravity or 
centrifugal force or by hand pressure applied to a button, spring 
or other device in or attached to the handle of the knife; 


C) any firearm, not being a restricted weapon described in paragraph 
(c) of the definition of restricted weapons, that is capable of firing 
bullets in rapid succession during one pressure of the trigger; 


d) any firearm adapted from a rifle or shotgun, whether by sawing, 
Cutting or other alteration or modification, that, as so adapted, has 
a barrel that is less than eighteen inches in length or that is less 
than twenty-six inches in overall length; or 


e) a weapon of any kind, not being an antique firearm or a firearm ofa 
kind commonly used in Canada for hunting or sporting purposes 
that is declared by order of the Governor in Council to be a pro- 
hibited weapon. 


RESTRICTED WEAPONS 


Effective January 1, 1978, Restricted Weapons are defined as: 


a) any firearm, not being a prohibited weapon, designed, altered or 
intended to be aimed and fired by the action of one hand; 


b) any firearm that: 


-1) is not a prohibited weapon, has a barrel that is less than eigh- 
teen and one half inches in length and is capable of discharg- 
ing centre-fire ammunition in a semi-automatic manner, or 


2) is designed or adapted to be fired when reduced to a length 
of less than twenty-six inches by folding, telescoping, or 
otherwise, or 


c) any firearm that is designed, altered or intended to fire bullets in 
rapid succession during one pressure of the trigger and that, on 
January 1, 1978 was registered as a restricted weapon, and 
formed part of a gun collection in Canada of a bona fide gun col- 
lector, or 


_d) a weapon of any kind, not being a prohibited weapon or a shotgun 


or rifle of a kind that, in the opinion of the Governor in Council, is © 


reasonable for use in Canada for hunting or sporting purposes, 
that is declared by order of the Governor in Council to be a re- 


stricted weapon. 


LIST OF RESTRICTED WEAPONS 


The following list of firearms are now included in the restricted 
category. This is not an exhaustive list, and in case of doubt, local 
police or firearms registrars should be contacted for guidance. 


ub 


1.0; 


tite 


Armolite Model AR-180 
.223 calibre 
18'/," barrel 


. National Ordinance Model 


M-1 Carbine 
.30 calibre 
18” barrel 


. P.J.K. Model 68 Carbine 


.223 Calibre 
167/16” barrel 


. Plainfield Model Carbine 


.223 Calibre or .30 calibre 
18” barrel 


. Universal Model 1003 


.30 calibre 
18” barrel 


Universal Model 1002 
.30 calibre 
18” barrel 


Valmet Model 62/S 
7.62 calibre 
165/."’ barrel 


Valmet Model 72/S 
.223 Calibre 
165/s” barrel 


Eagle Model Apache Carbine 


.45 calibre 
16/2" barrel 


J&R Model 67 
9mm calibre 
16%," barrel 


Universal Model 1000 
.30 calibre 
18” barrel 


1:2, Universal Model 1020 
.30 calibre 
18” barrel 


13. Universal Model Enforcer 
.30 calibre 
10'/,” barrel 


14. Cetme Model Sport 
.308 calibre 
17%/,"’ barrel 


15. Universal Model 1005 
.30 calibre 
18" barrel _ 


16. Baretta Model BM- 69 
7.62 calibre 
17” barrel 


17. U.S. Carbine Model M-1 
.30 calibre 
18” barrel 


18. U.S. Carbine Model M1 A-1 
.30 calibre 
18” barrel 


< 
4 
7 


19. Heckler & Koch Model HK-93 


.223 Calibre 
16'/," barrel 


20. National Ordinance Model 
M-1 Tank 
30-06 calibre 
17 1/2" barrel 


21. Plainfield Model Carbine 
.30 calibre 
18” barrel 
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ANTIQUE FIREARMS 


‘Antique firearm’ is defined as any firearm manufactured before 1898 
that was not designed to use rimfire or centre-fire ammunition and 
that has not been redesigned to use such ammunition or, if so 
_ designed or redesigned, is capable only of using rimfire or centre-fire 
ammunition that is no longer commercially manufactured. Unless the 
purchaser intends to fire such a weapon, it is not subject to registra- 
tion, nor is a Firearms Acquisition Certificate required to purchase it. 


WEAPONS NOT CONSIDERED FIREARMS 


The following devices are not considered firearms for the purposes 
of registration or the requirements for a Firearms Acqusition Certifi- 
cate. 


1) Devices which are designed exclusively for signalling purposes, 
or notifying of distress. 


2) Devices firing stud cartridges, explosive driven rivets, or similar 
industrial ammunition. 


3) Firearms designed for firing only blank cartridges. 


4) Any shooting device designed and intended by the possessor for 
the slaughtering or tranquilizing of animals or discharging projec- 
tiles with lines attached thereto. 


5) Any shooting device not intended to discharge a projectile at a 
muzzle velocity exceeding 500 ft. per second. (e.g. B-B guns, 
Pellet guns, air rifles, dart guns). Muzzle velocities are normally 

_ included in manufacturer’s specifications. 


PERMITS AND CERTIFICATES 


RESTRICTED WEAPONS PERMITS 


PERMIT TO CONVEY 


A permit to convey a restricted weapon, issued by a local registrar, 
authorizes an applicant for a Restricted Weapon Registration Certifi- 
cate to convey the weapon from the point of acquisition or purchase 
to the local registrar of firearms for examination in order to complete 
the registration process. 


PERMIT TO TRANSPORT 


A permit to transport is intended primarily for the conveyance of 
restricted weapons from one place to another. It is not usually in- 
tended as an authorization to discharge the weapon. For example, it 
is required by the owner of a restricted weapon when he changes 
residence, by collectors going to an exhibition, or other persons hav- 
ing reasons to transport restricted weapons. 


(} 


PERMIT TO CARRY 


A permit to carry a restricted weapon is primarily intended as an 
authorization for use, and is only issued in exceptional cases. One of 
the following criteria must be met: 


a) to protect life 
b) for use in connection with a lawful profession or occupation 


c) for use in target practice under the auspices of a shooting club 
approved by the provincial government 


d) for use in target practice in accordance with the conditions at- 
tached to the permit. 


Permits continue to be issued free of charge and will be valid until the 
expiration of the period for which they are issued, unless sooner 
revoked. 


FIREARMS ACQUISITION CERTIFICATES 


Effective January 1, 1979, all persons over sixteen years of age wish- 
ing to acquire firearms, must obtain a Firearms Acquisition Certifi- 
cate. This will allow the holder to acquire any number of firearms for 
his private use. The word ‘acquire’ means to take possession of fire- 
arms by purchase, exchange, or by any other means. 


Those persons currently in possession of hunting and sporting rifles 
will not be required to obtain Firearms Acquisition Certificates for 


those weapons, but only for new acquisitions. Certificates are an | 


authorization to acquire a firearm, and are not intended to be a 
license to own, carry or possess weapons. 


Certificates are issued at a cost of $10.00, and are valid anywhere in 
Canada for a period of five years. Certificates are issued free of 
charge where the firearm is required to sustain life or for livelihood. 


Separate certificates are not required for additional firearms ac- 


quired during the validity of the certificate. 


No firearms are to be sold, bartered or exchanged by any business 
engaged in such transactions unless a valid Firearms Acquisition 
Certificate is produced by a customer. In addition to the Firearms Ac- 
quisition Certificate, the customer must also produce a Permit to 
Convey where the firearm is classed as a Restricted Weapon. 
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RESTRICTED WEAPON REGISTRATION 
CERTIFICATE 


A Restricted Weapon Registration Certificate must be obtained for 
each such firearm, and must also be obtained by those persons wish- 
ing to purchase or otherwise acquire such a firearm. Restricted 
Weapon Registration Certificates will be issued only where: 


a) the applicant is more than eighteen years of age and is the holder 
of a valid Firearms Acquisition Certificate (when this system 
comes into effect January 1, 1979). 


b) the weapon can be accurately described to distinguish it from 
other restricted weapons. This is normally considered to be by 
serial number. 


c) the firearm will be used for one of the following reasons: 
i) to protect life 
ii) for use in connection with a lawful profession or occupation 


iii) for use in target practice under the auspices of a shooting 
club approved by the Attorney General of the province in 
which the shooting club is located, or; 


iv) for use in target practice in accordance with conditions to be 
attached to the permit 


v) to form part of the gun collection of the applicant who is a 
bona fide gun collector, or 


vi) is deemed to be a relic or an antique manufactured prior to 
1898 and not capable of firing commercially available am- 
munition. 


Restricted Weapon Registration Certificates will continue to be 
issued free of charge, and will be valid indefinitely, unless revoked. 
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RIGHT OF APPEAL 


A decision by a Firearms Officer to refuse an application for any per- 
mit or certificate, (except the refusal to issue a permit to carry a 


restricted weapon) or revoke any permit may be appealed. Where a 
permit or certificate is revoked, or an application for a permit or cer-_ 


tificate is refused, the applicant or holder of the permit or certificate — 


will be notified of the decision in writing, stating the reasons for 
refusal or revocation. 


TIME LIMITS 


A refusal or revocation must be appealed within 30 days from the day 
on which the refusal or revocation notice was received. 


PROCEDURE 
The applicant may appeal a decision to revoke or refuse a permit or 


certificate by filing with a magistrate a notice of appeal, setting out — 
with reasonable certainty the action, decision or failure complained © 
of, and the grounds of appeal, together with such further information — 


as the magistrate may require. 


The magistrate will set a date for a hearing, and the applicant may 


argue his case against the refusal or revocation decision. 


If the magistrate should confirm the refusal or revocation decision, | 
the applicant may then appeal the magistrate’s decision to an appeal — 


court. 
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OFFENCES AND PENALTIES 


Following are those significant offences and penalties related to the 
acquisition, sale, secure storage, display, advertising, transport and 
delivery of firearms included in the new Gun Control laws. These are 
in addition to previously existing offences and penalties. 


OFFENCES AND PENALTIES EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 1978. 


a) 


b) 


Cc) 


dq) 


Use, carriage, transport, shipping, handling or storing of either 
firearms or ammunition in a careless manner or without reasona- 
ble precautions for the safety of others without lawful excuse. 
(Fine or imprisonment for up to five years) 


Possession of a restricted weapon elsewhere than at the location 
authorized. (Fine or imprisonment up to 5 years) 


Giving, lending, transferring or delivering any firearm to a person 
under the age of 16 years who is not the holder of a permit under 
which he may lawfully possess the firearm, unless such use is 
under the immediate supervision of a person lawfully in posses- 
sion of a firearm. (Fine or imprisonment up to two years) 


Selling, giving, lending, transferring or delivering any firearm or 
other offensive weapon or ammunition or explosive substance to 


... @ person known or believed to be of unsound mind, impaired by 


e) 


alcohol or drugs, or prohibited by law from possessing same. 
(Fine or imprisonment up to five years) 


Importing, buying, selling, giving, lending, transferring, bartering 
or delivering prohibited weapons or parts used in their manufac- 
ture or assembly. (Fine or imprisonment up to five years) 


Selling, giving, lending, transferring or delivering any restricted 
weapon to a person who is not the holder of a permit authorizing 
him to possess that weapon. (Fine or imprisonment up to five ~ 
years). This does not apply to a person who uses such a weapon 
under the immediate supervision of the owner. 


Importing any restricted weapon when a person is not the holder 
of a permit. (Fine or imprisonment up to five years) 


Failure to report to police a lost or mislaid restricted weapon with 
reasonable dispatch. (Fine or imprisonment up to five years) 


Failure to report the finding of a firearm with reasonable dispatch. 
(Fine or imprisonment up to five years) 


Possession of any firearm, without lawful excuse, knowing that 
the serial number has been altered, defaced or removed, or to 
alter, deface or remove a Serial number on any firearm (Fine or im- 
prisonment up to five years) 


13 


OFFENCES AND PENALTIES EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 1979 


a) Selling, giving, transferring or delivering any firearm to a person 
who does not, at the time of such selling, transferring, giving or 
delivering, or in the case of a mail-order sale within a reasonable 
time, produce a Firearms Acquisition Certificate for inspection. 
(Fine or imprisonment up to two years). This does not apply to a 
person who: 


— lends a firearm for use by another person under his supervi- 
sion; 

— lends a firearm for use by a person who requires the firearm to 
hunt or trap in order to sustain himself or his family; 

— lends a firearm to a person who is the holder of a permit; 

— returns a firearm to the lender. 


Importing or acquiring in any manner a firearm while he is not the 
holder of a Firearms Acquisition Certificate. (Fine or imprisonment 
up to two years). This does not apply to a person who: 


b 


— 


— re-acquires a firearm from the borrower; 


— imports a firearm at a time when he is not a resident of 
Canada; 


— comes into possession of a firearm in the ordinary course of 
business. 
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